FORBIDDEN JOURNEY
cap. Every two years caravans still go as far as Bombay
bearing tributes of gold for the Agha from the faithful. The
lands of Hunza and Sarikol, with the adjacent valleys, alone
send him a regular contribution of thirty thousand rupees.
Those who are poor will go so far as to borrow in order to
be able to send the rupee that should assure them eternity.
The representative of their religious head recently visited
the country and gave orders for the renovation of the little
mosques, which, incidentally, have charmingly sculptured
woodwork.
The Mawla Moslems are allowed to drink alcohol, and
there were some good vintages on our table each evening.
We all met together for dinner, which was eaten by candle-
light. The Mir was magnificently dressed in a khalat of wool
given to his father by Yakub Beg, the conqueror of Sinkiang,
and a superb otter cap. His eldest son, Major Sahib, whose
reddish face and moustache gave him the look of an Anglo-
Saxon farmer, wore a black frock-coat. Djemal, a grandson,
was a Scout officer and though he was usually in his khaki
uniform, he wore a jacket completely covered with gold braid
the evening of the state dinner. He ki\ew a little English,
but was timid and slow to engage in conversation.
On the chimney-piece opposite me there were signed
photographs of Lords Gurzon and Kitchener, and chromo-
lithographs of the Sacred Heart and the Agha Khan. The
dinner was served in the English style and finished with
liqueurs. In our honour the Mir opened a "Jeroboam" bottle
of Audoin 1865 champagne brandy which had been given
him by the third group of the Croisiire Jaune four years
earlier. So, that evening, we felt particularly appreciative
of the enterprising spirit of Andre Citroen and dedicated our
most grateful thoughts to him.
After dirmer the Mir and Colonel Lang exchanged
presents. The latter was given soft skins of lynx and mountain
288

